Khu Tao séng

Wowy and Karik SouthGanz 2010
For the official Music Video, see:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ2M12BeKX4

Translated to preserve rhyme scheme and affect by Erik Harms.
Special thanks to Dang Nguyen and Nguyen Thu Giang for
valuable comments to improve the translation.

For a more literal line-by-line translation, see
https://dongnhacxuan.wordpress.com/2018/11/16/974/

Wowy
Wowy, Karik, SG & MOF ... Yeah

We from da ‘Hood

Xe chét va phdo la nhitng thi ma em tao xdm minh
Xe t8t, quan 4o la nhitng ma tao bao ndm rinh
Phuong khém cong an la noi tao dang dang hinh
Hém 48 ngay tir xwa da khdng 13 yén binh

Sang ngay hdm qua cling giéng nhu sdng cda ngay hém nay
Viéc tao lam cling nhuw moi ngay, thang Karik d3 thay

Back to my hood, tao 1am viéc cla tao

Khi tat ca trd thanh van dé tao dé dao lam viéc cla tao
Tao khong gay han, nhwng hé ai dung |a dap

Va hang ngui ndm trong tui, |am cho quan thung va thap
Anh em khi gdp tao cam bia cung bay ndp

Con tui may khi gap tao vao 48 tao chép.

Chorus (X2)

Trong khu tao s6ng khi may thich tao cé cocaine,

nay robinhoot dén gay su, dwa may vd hang

Ghét tao ko khon ngoan, nha may ko an toan

Bia cung vdi rwgu nhu Khanh Nho anh em tao ngang hang

Karik

Day 1a Tan Binh hém 68 Bui Thi Xuan

La khu nudi d7 diém, quan nhiu va du loai thanh phan
Khu nay theo dao thién chda nén dan khéng co thd dai ca
Nhwng néu may gy chuyén trong day tao thach may mo
duoc duong ra

Buwdc ra ngoai hém phai biét nhin trwdc nhin sau

Vi day la khu &n nhdu nén thuwédng ¢ vat la bay vé dau
Gia, tré, lon, bé khu nay vai vé& déu bang nhau

Nhuwng cir m& miéng solococo thi coi chirng dau dé mau

Tao sdng & day nhu 1a cdng dan lwong thién

Thinh thoang thi€u no thi tao van phai di lam "cong nhan
|3p giéng"

Gidng nhu bao khu khac, khu nay néi chuyén bang tién

C6 danh, cé tiéng, c6 quyén, cé miéng nhung khdng cé tién
thi bién

Wowy
Wowy, Karik, SG & MOF! ... Yeah

We from da ‘Hood

My little bro’s got tats of Chinese chess on his arms
Got a sweet bike now, | always wanted nice yarns
Put my picture on display in the police hall

Alley 48 -- never peaceful at all

yesterday morning, just like morning today
Everyday’s the same day, like Karik did say

Back to my hood. | do my own thing

Everything’s trouble so my knives do my thing

I’'m not aggressive, but I'll smack those who snag me
weapons in my pockets make my pants low and baggy
When my bros bring some brews, bottle caps fly off

In 48 we hanging, so you can just fuck off

Chorus (X2)

| got cocaine when you want it, down in my ‘hood
Messing with Robinhood, knock you out for good

It ain’t smart if you hate me, your crib is exposed
Drink beer ‘n wine like Little Khanh ... we all just bros

Karik

This is Tan Binh, alley 68, Bui Thj Xuan

Whores grow up here, spots to drink for everyone
Mostly Catholics here, no worshipping of gangsters
You mess around here I'll kick you out like a stranger

Step out in the alley, better look back and look ahead
It’s a drinking den here, shit will fly and hit yo head
Old, young, big, tiny, we’re all the same creed

But start talking shit, we’ll beat you till you bleed

| live here like a decent citizen, man
But when | fall in debt, | work whatever job | can

Round here, just like other ‘hoods, you need money to talk
Name, fame, power, speech -- money lets you walk the
walk


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ2M12BeKX4
https://dongnhacxuan.wordpress.com/2018/11/16/974/

Chorus (x2)

Trong khu tao s6ng khi may thich tao cé cocaine,

nay robinhoot dén gy su, dwa may vd hang

Ghét tao ko khon ngoan, nha may ko an toan

Bia clng vdi rwou nhu Khanh Nho anh em tao ngang hang

Speaking

Karik:  Eh...

Wowy: Eh what, mothafuckas
Karik:  How ‘bout Popo man
Wowy: Popo la shit mothafuckas
Karik:  So?

Wowy: So, what?

Karik:  How ‘bout yo ‘hood man?
Wowy: like shiiiit....

Wowy

... noi day khéng cé den

Va tao dugc day tlr nhd 13 di choi khéng ¢ hén

Néu nhu gip dugc tao may boé chay [dam con ché
Nhuwng lam sao dé dirng lai khi ban Iinh may khéng ¢

Néi cho tao nghe khu may s6ng ra sao

Khi may gap mat ké dich liéu may cé phong ra dao?
Tui may sdng c6 cho nhau? hay may muén choi tao?
Cl& vao 48 cho may biét tao sdng ra sao

Karik

May khéng nhu tao, tao khéng giéng nhu may

Anh em bi chém tao ding lai con may lo bé chay

Gap an cudp tao rut dao con may van xin thi quy lay
N6i chung tao |a thang lidu mang con may I3 thang nhat
cay

Tao biét khi néi ra thi déo cé thang nao tin

Vi trong mat cla tui may ngoai doi tao chi 1a thang thu sinh
Deo mat ki€ng, mit ngoan hién, dic biét khong biét ki€m
chuyén

Vay may ctr thir dung di! coi ai té trudc biét lién.

Chorus (X2)

Trong khu tao s6ng khi may thich tao cé cocaine,

nay robinhoot dén gy su, dwa may vd hang

Ghét tao ko khon ngoan, nha may ko an toan

Bia cung vdi rwgu nhu Khanh Nho anh em tao ngang hang

Chorus (x2)

| got cocaine when you want it, down in my ‘hood
Messing with Robinhood, knock you out for good

It ain’t smart if you hate me, your crib is exposed
Drink beer ‘n wine like Little Khanh ... we all just bros

Speaking

Karik:  Eh...

Wowy: Eh what, mothafuckas

Karik:  How ‘bout the cops man
Wowy: The cops aint shit mothafuckas
Karik:  So?

Wowy: So, what?

Karik:  How ‘bout yo ‘hood man?
Wowy: like shiiiit....

Wowy

There are no lights here

| grew up knowing players can’t show fear

When you meet me, you run off like a bitch

You gonna stick around? You aint brave about shit

Tell me bro, what is your hood is like

When you meet a thug do you flash out your knife?
Bros gonna live for each other? You wanna play?'
Down in 48, check it out, | live my life this way

Karik

| aint like you, you aint like me

We get jacked, | stand up', you run away and flee

| fight thieves with my knife while you grovel and pout
My brothas are daring, while you're just freakin out

| know it when | say it, no one fucking believes my hype
From the outside looking in, I’'m just a school boy type
| wear glasses, my face is gentle, | don’t talk shit

But try and touch me. We'll see who can take a hit.

Chorus (X2)

| got cocaine when you want it, down in my ‘hood
Messing with Robinhood, knock you out for good

It ain’t smart if you hate me, your crib is exposed
Drink’ beer ‘n wine like Little Khanh ... we all just bros

"Dang Nguyen points out that on some fan websites, this acronyn is transcribed as SGMNOF, but no plausible explanation is
provided of what the acronym stands for. In my own repeated listening to the song | continue to hear SG & MOF so keep this as the
transcription. | remain unsure of what it means. The SG is most plauibly a reference to Saigon. It is possible that SGM would

reference Saigon Music. The debate remains open.

i The Vietnamese word “choi” (play) implies broad semantic fluidity. In this case, the shading on the word play implies “playing along
with the group.” An alternate translation of the line might be: “Bros gonna live for each other? Or (will) you betray?” The line implies
an ethical question of how to be a real cool/ngdu player. (Thanks to Nguyen Thu Giang for this subtle comment on the line).

i Here “stand up” referes to “standing up to a threat”, or staying put in the face of danger.



